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During the last two decades social enterprises have acquired an increasing importance both within the
academia and in the real world as an example of efficient enterprise, able to manage the emerging
economic and social challenges. When we talk about social enterprises (SEs), we refer to nonprofit
organizations pursuing a social objective through an economic activity. Social Cooperatives (cooperative
sociali) in Italy, Collective Interest Companies (Société coopérative d’intérêt) in France, Social initiative
cooperatives (Cooperativas de iniciativa socila - CIS) in Spain are examples of SEs.
The webinar will analyse the main characteristics of SEs and their potential for competitiveness that
could represent a pattern to develop a future economic activity.
In particular the session will explore the example of Italian social cooperatives by answering the
following three main questions:
 What are social enterprises?
 What are the main futures of SEs?
 How is it possible to develop a SE?
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